Grant M. Bowler Elementary School
Parents’ Guide to Attendance

If students are going to reach their fullest potential, they must be in school consistently.
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to work with the school to fix issues that interfere
with their student’s attendance.

Who must attend school?

Nevada State Law (NRS 392.040), says students between the ages of 7 and 18 must
enroll and attend school. They must be in school the entire school year. ALL students
enrolled must follow school district rules. This includes school attendance rules.

What should I do if my child is absent?

If a student has been absent, a parent/guardian must notify the school within three (3)
school days after their return. Parent/guardian explanations must include the following:

1. Student’s first and last name
2. Date(s) the student was absent
3. Reason for the absence

a. Student is sick
b. Pre-arranged absence
c. Doctor’s Appointment

If your child visits the doctor for a regular appointment OR illness, please
provide a note from the doctor. This will excuse the absence, and it will
not count against your child for attendance.

This includes eligibility for any school attendance incentives.
How do I notify the school of an absence?
Parents have the following options for notifying the school.

e Online form on school website
e Call the office (702) 398-3233
e Send a note with your child
o If sending a note with your child, please indicate the reason for the
absence. If not, it will be marked as a pre-arranges/circumstantial
absence.



What happens if notification of the absence is not provided to school
within three (3) school days?

If an acceptable reason for the absence is not provided within three (3) school days, the
absence is unexcused. Per Nevada State Law (NRS 392.130), it is recorded as a
truancy.

How do parents/guardians arrange an absence?

Parents/Guardians must submit a written request to school before the absence(s).
These absences will be listed in Infinite Campus as Circumstantial.

Examples of prearranged/circumstantial absence(s) include but are not limited to:

e Family Vacations e Sports Activities e Mental Health Days

e C(Clark County Fair e Funerals e Family Events

Any absences that fall outside of sick, doctor’s appointments, religious holidays,
legal appearances, or approved school activities, will fall under the circumstantial
category.

The maximum number of arranged/circumstantial absences is 10 per school year.
Any circumstantial absences beyond ten (10) will be counted as unexcused.

What happens if a student is late to school?

Student tardiness causes large disruptions to the classroom. It interrupts the flow of
instruction and negatively impacts the learning of other students.

Students who are not physicaly present in their class when school starts will be marked
tardy.

If your child misses more than one (1) hour and fifty-five (55) minutes of instruction,
they will be marked absent for half of the day. If they miss more than three (3) hours
and forty-five (45) minutes of instruction, they will be marked absent for the entire day.

What are the consequences for having too many absences?

Students who miss instructional time form gaps in their learning. The more
instructional time missed, the bigger the gaps.

Elementary school focuses on the foundational learning and basic skills students need.
Children in earlier grades fall behind quickly in fundamental reading skills. This has a
snowball effect that impacts future learning and puts students behind their peers.



https://soeonline.american.edu/blog/importance-of-school-attendance/#:~:text=When%20children%20are%20absent%20from,effect%20that%20impacts%20future%20learning.
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Is assistance available to help with attendance problems?

Grant Bowler Elementary School has put together an Attendance Plan that provides
incentives and interventions. These may be helpful to parents and students.

e Attendance Incentives for perfect attendance include the following:

Attendance Heroes Recess (monthly)
Attendance Heroes Raffle (quarterly)
Pizza with the Principal (semester)
Certificates and additional recognition(s)
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e Attendance Interventions may include but are not limited to the following;:

o Check-in calls from classroom teachers (How is the student? Does your
family have any needs?)

Attendance Enforcement (truancy) letters from the school

Check-in calls from administration

Attendance Assistance Letter(s) from school attendance team
Attendance Assistance meeting(s) with administration
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There are additional supports available to families that may be helpful. Please contact
the school directly to discuss.

When is an absence considered truancy?

Anytime a student is absent without a valid excuse, it is considered unexcused. Also, if
an excuse is not provided to the school within three (3) days of an absence, it is an
unexcused absence.

In accordance with Nevada State Law (NRS), an unexcused absence is a truancy.
What happens if a student continues to be truant?

When a student has more than two (2) unexcused absences (truancies), they are
declared a habitual truant. Per Nevada State Law (NRS 39.144) they are then referred to

school police or local law enforcement for a truancy check.

Nevada State Law does not distinguish between truancy from an action of the student
or that of the parent/quardian.




What happens if my student is cited as habitually truant?

If your student is cited habitually truant, or continues to miss school, the following steps
may be taken.

Referral to Clark County School District (CCSD) police for a truancy officer
visit/citation.

Referral to Clark County Juvenile Justice Services

Referral to Child Protective Services (CPS) for educational neglect
Elementary students may be retained in their current grade

What do I do if I have more questions?

If you have any questions, please reach out to the school directly. We are here to chat,
brainstorm, and work with you to help in your child’s educational journey.



